
Agenda 

South Morningside Parent Council Meeting 
19 June 2023 at 6.45pm face to face at Comiston Road  

 

 

 

1 Welcome, attendees and apologies     Co-chair 

2 Review and approval of the 24 April 2023 meeting minutes Bobby Pathak 

3 Deputy Headteacher’s update      Elaine Jones 

4 Chair’s report       Co-chair 

5 Treasurer’s update       Jack Bruck 

6 Fundraising update       Elisabeth Quinn 

7 Transport Update        TBD 

8 Subgroups’ update       Various  

9 AOB         Various  

- The PC needs a new secretary. Bobby will be stepping  Bobby Pathak 

down at the 19 June 2023 meeting.  

 

 

  

PC meeting dates: 

 2023 AGM TBD 
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Supporting Papers 

South Morningside Parent Council Meeting 
19 June 2023 at 6.45pm face to face at Comiston Road  

 

 

1 Draft Minutes of the PC meeting 6 March 2023 (Bobby Pathak) 

2 Clubs Report (Alison Reeves) 

3 Communications Update (Shelagh Halford) 

4 Accommodation Report (Andrew Leiper) 
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Meeting Minutes 

South Morningside Parent Council Meeting 

24 April 2023 at 6:45pm via MS Teams 

PC Voting Members – Attending   

Louisa Dall Helena Castro 

Angela Robinson  Claire Forsman 

Bobby Pathak Dan Farthing 

Ellie Maizels Andrew Leiper 

Shelagh Halford Helen New 

Thom Kenrick Abigail Cabrelli 

  

 

PC Voting Members – Not attending  

Stuart Herring Alistair Haig 

Jack Bruck Emelia McMenamin 

Brendan Hyland Reuben Carr 

Tatiana Tantarouda  

 

PC Non-Voting Members – Attending  

Grant Gillies Elaine Jones 

Nikki Wright  

 

Councillors – Attending  

  

 

Attending Parents/Carers/ Guests  

Rosslyn Stephenson Moira Gibson 

Eliza Lam Peter Sandys 

Karen Hawkes Lizzi Boyce 

Calum Eshan Clarke Abdullah Eva Fraser 

Kate Liversidge  
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Welcome, attendees and apologies – Louisa Dall 

Attendees were welcomed, thanked and the agenda was summarised. Apologies were received from 

Cllr. Neil Ross and Cllr.Ben Parker. 

 

Review & Approval of Minutes of 6 March 2023 meeting – Bobby Pathak 

The meeting minutes were approved by the parent council (PC). 

 

Headteacher’s update – Grant Gillies  

Grant thanked the parents in this his eighth day as headteacher. It was noted that he is actively 

familiarising himself with the school, its students, and also the PC run clubs. Grant noted that the 

pupils seem to be greatly benefiting from the clubs’ provision and also achieving considerable 

success.  

Gail Canning was thanked for her work as interim head teacher and, now this period of instability 

has ended, Grant noted he has a clear goal of bringing the school community across both school 

sites closer together and prioritising activities that facilitate this, such as sports day, despite the 

logistical complexity involved. It was also mentioned that he is working closely with Elaine Jones and 

Nikki Wright to draft a school improvement plan. It is intended this will be presented to the entire 

school staff for consultation. The plan, which will concentrate on various areas, including teaching 

and learning, assessment and the constructive use of assessment results, as well as the pupil 

feedback, will, it is hoped, serve as a roadmap for the school to follow.  

In addition to meeting the school, its staff, and students, Grant said he has been familiarising himself 

with the PC and some of its priorities. These have included engaging in discussions with Edinburgh 

Council concerning the playground at Comiston Road and preparing the school building for the 

eventual return of the P1s and P2s. 

It was also noted that the school is in need of funding support from the parents regarding short term 

renovation projects including painting the dining hall.  

 

Chair update – Ange Robinson 

A warm welcome was extended to Grant on behalf of the PC and his initial short, interim and long-

term goals were welcomed with interest.  

It was noted the PC has been busy in various ways which will be covered in more detail by the 

various subgroups (below). Notably, these included Clubs and football club securing funding from a 

community grant of almost £7,000, the accommodation committee leading a discussion on possible 

playground upgrades at Comiston Road, the transport committee updating the Council on the 

Canaan Lane road closure plans, and the fundraising committee sharing plans for upcoming events. 

Lucy Reddish was singled out for her help in securing the community grant funding which will 

support Friday loves music and provide a new football container at Meadowspot which had outlived 

its purpose and was becoming an eyesore to local residents. The PC would like to thank Lucy for the 

support she provided.  
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Ange emphasised the PC's success is reliant on the involvement of all the volunteers to support the 

various subgroups and it was noted we welcome any help offered, regardless of how much or how 

little time can be offered. 

Care inspectorate report for after school club on toilets links to conversation that Accommodation 

will have.  

 

Treasurer’s Update – Louisa Dall 

The treasurer, Jack Bruck, was not able to attend this meeting; however, his treasurer’s report was 

issued ahead of the meeting showing PC accounts to be in a healthy state. It was stated Jack is happy 

to field any questions by email regarding accounts.  

 

Canaan Lane playground funding request – Nikki Wright 

Nikki updated the PC on a revised funding request for playground equipment at Canaan Lane. Slides 

were presented and it was noted that the P1&2 equipment had been requested by SMPS parents 

having expressed a keen interest in acquiring them for their children at Canaan Lane.  

It was noted that the equipment will consist of a range of materials and toys that enable imaginative 

play and will ultimately belong to SMPS. While sharing the building at Canaan Lane, the equipment 

will be shared with Canaan Lane Primary School, but it will be relocated to Comiston Road when the 

P1s & P2s move site.  

It was further noted that existing playground equipment that was housed at the old Deanbank 

House site did not make it over to Canaan Lane possibly because it was too old and therefore 

disposed of. In addition to that, any equipment bought using early years budget would have been 

retained by the Council and redistributed. It was confirmed that some equipment was retained 

including water and sand trays.  

The safety requirements associated with procurement were explained and as a result it was pointed 

out that some items may incur higher costs. In order to determine the necessary equipment 

required for the SMPS children at Canaan Lane, Nikki will provide a summary to the PC and an online 

vote will be held by voting members for the funding required. It is expected the funding request will 

be approximately £2,800 - £3,000.  

 

Comiston Road playground provision – Andrew Leiper 

Andrew presented the initial findings on the recent discussions held with the Council regarding the 

playground at Comiston Road. Slides were presented and it was noted that the PC has expressed a 

strong desire for improvements to be made in this area for a number of years but this is especially 

important with the planned return of the P1s and P2s to the school. 

Andrew Leiper, Louisa Dall and Grant Gillies met with the Council to discuss the PC’s involvement in 

this matter. It was noted that despite the absence of a budget for playground upgrades, there is an 

opportunity for the PC to collaborate with the school and Council to organise, plan and fund the 

necessary work. 
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To initiate any substantial modifications, several significant milestones must be identified and 

reached, including the development of a site plan to assess the impact of underground utilities. The 

cost of a scan of the underground utilities in the playground is estimated at £750.  

The accommodation group has contacted landscape architects with experience in designing school 

playgrounds to determine the scope and costs of such a project. 

It was noted the ideal objective would be to create an initial design that can be fundraised for and 

executed in part, by summer 2024. It was proposed that the plan be developed with the involvement 

of the children, and may include a phased program of works, depending on the desired level of 

ambition and cost. This plan is also anticipated to address ongoing accommodation issues, such as 

the preparations for P1 and P2 and the renovation of toilets. 

In addition to long-term objectives, short-term measures were also discussed to improve the 

playground's immediate appearance. It was suggested these could include painting external walls 

that appear rundown and refreshing the planting, potentially as a school community activity to 

generate noticeable results quickly. It was also stressed this could be an opportunity to galvanise 

support from SMPS’s local community.  

 

Sub-group’s update – Various  

Clubs 

Alison Reeves was not able to attend this meeting; however, her Clubs report was issued ahead of 

the meeting. In addition, Louisa Dall reiterated the success in obtaining the community grant funding 

of over £3,700 for Friday’s after school music club. It now has 60 pupils signed up from P5-P7 and is 

proving to be a success.  

 

Transport – Thom Kenrick 

It was noted the transport committee is working on the Safe Routes to School day and the banners 

concerning safe parking for Canaan Lane, both of which have been previously mentioned in 

newsletters.  

Thom reiterated their concerns regarding the reopening of Canaan Lane at the Morningside Road 

junction. To address this issue, the committee reached out to local councillors to present an 

emergency motion to close the road again. This was unanimously passed during the Council’s 

Transport Committee meeting. However, no specific date for the closure has been communicated 

yet. It has been decided that Canaan Lane will remain closed until the Council completes a school 

travel plan for the area. The Transport subgroup would like to thank all those who participated in the 

recent survey. 

The Transport subgroup’s concerns were also noted regarding the design of the upcoming 

modifications to the Comiston Rd / Greenbank Crescent junction. While this work has already been 

put out to tender, making it potentially too late to make alterations to the plans, the committee 

remains committed to engaging with the Council and ultimately, the contractor, on this issue. 
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Communications – Shelagh Halford 

A parent volunteer was requested to update the PC’s Facebook page. During the meeting Rosslyn 

Stephenson offered to help. This was warmly taken up.  

 

Fundraising – Kate Liversidge 

It was noted that unfortunately the planned parents quiz night scheduled for 28 April had to be 

postponed. A new date will be confirmed soon, hopefully in late September/early October. Those 

who purchased a ticket have been told they can have it transferred to the new date or can contact 

the fundraising committee via Classlist for a refund. 

It was also noted that planning for the Summer Fair is currently underway after a highly successful 

Winter Fair. The provisional date for the Summer Fair is set for Saturday 3 June and a Lets 

application is needed to be sent to the Council. The fundraising team will soon be searching for 

volunteers to assist with a range of tasks, both small and large, which are always an enjoyable 

undertaking.  

It was stressed that these events rely on the support of volunteers, even if it is a one-time 

commitment, as well as those who attend. Those willing to lend a hand are encouraged to contact 

the Fundraising subgroup via Classlist or email. 

Following the success of the Halloween disco, a provisional date of 25 May was discussed; however, 

it was noted an end of term disco may be better.  

Elaine Jones pointed out a possible clash with the annual P7 leavers disco at the end of the year.  

 

AOB 

 

It was also noted that the PC Secretary is due to stand down this year. Ange underscored that these 

roles must be filled to enable the Parent Council to continue making a difference in our school 

community. 

It was also noted that class P4C have had five teachers so far this year. The concern was noted by the 

Co-chairs and the headteacher and a further update to the parents would follow.  

 

The meeting was closed at 20:21 by Louisa Dall.  
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Clubs Update 

 

By the time you read this, Clubs will have submitted the let request for the use of Comiston Road 
school building next academic year. All current clubs are continuing, and this is one more than 
started next year; we now have the Sounds Like... music sessions running on Friday afternoons and 
they will be able to continue from September, although at an increased cost to families following the 
end of the community grants funded period. We are even able to continue with Creative Writing as 
the tutor is much recovered. There are two evenings where the hall is not used for Parent Council 
Clubs, so Active Schools may programme activity in these. And it is likely that Stage Club will use the 
spillover of Greenbank Church Halls for the P7s, with P6s in the school. 

To get ahead of ourselves, we have met or spoken to all convenors in the last few weeks to check any 
changes that need to happen to their operations next year. We have asked all clubs to delay starting 
until at least 4 September (except Stage Club which will start on 1 September). We can now produce 
a short flier to trail which clubs will be running next year, and will get this out to all families in the 
next week, particularly concentrating efforts on comms to the new P3 families who will arrive in 
Comiston Road in August. 

We’ve asked Clubs to try to move their admin tools to Google platform (filing etc) for next year and 
we’ll provide a template application form, encouraging Clubs to move to using online forms for sign 
up which should prove simpler for convenors. 

There are some new volunteer convenors getting started for the coming term – for Creative Writing, 
Recorder and Friday Night Football – so thanks to them for coming aboard and many thanks to the 
outgoing (Michelle, Sue and Iain) for their time over the past years. We still need a parent council 
member for the Clubs Admin team to ensure accountability to the PC, something that really needs to 
be rectified at AGM if not before – volunteers can be assured of an easy ride and a friendly welcome! 
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Communications Team Update  
 

Comms are continuing to put PC related posts on the Facebook page (thank you Rosslyn!), drafting 
an update newsletter after PC meetings and updating the PC’s website and mailing lists, as 
needed.  Ellie recently put together a leaflet to promote the Parent Council, tell people more about 
what the PC does and to encourage volunteers.  These were distributed at the school fair, including 
at the Parent Council stall, and will be available to new P1 parents in August during transition 
mornings.  We hope they will help to generate a bit of interest and ensure we can replace any PC 
members stepping down this year.  If anyone needs any support from comms, please get in touch! 

Shelagh Halford 
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SMPS ACCOMMODATION GROUP UPDATE

19th June 2023
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Actions since last PC meeting:

1) Emailed Julie Kelly (School Estate Planning Officer from CEC) to request quotes for

below ground services scan for the playground.  No response, chased up email.

2) Contacted ”Learning Through Landscapes” a charity based in Stirling and

Winchester, they can provide grants (~£500) and audits of playgrounds and play

spaces.  I am seeking to develop an understanding of what they can offer, and any

associated scopes of works/ fee quotes for works associated with this pathway

3) I spoke to and emailed Martin Stevens Director of locally based Landscape Architects

Harrison-Stevens to seek a second quote for development of a playground feasibility

study.  Harrison Stevens have designed an number of play spaces in Edinburgh,

including Sciennes. https://harrisonstevens.co.uk/our-work/ourplace-cramond

4) Attended school visit with Mr Gillies, Ange and a number of other interested parties

to look at potential near-term jobs which could be actioned by parent council

organised work groups.

SMPS Accommodation Group Update
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SMPS ACCOMMODATION GROUP UPDATE

24 April 2023

PREVIOUS MEETING NOTES >
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Actions since last PC meeting:

1) Contacted Julie Kelly (School Estate Planning Officer from CEC) and arranged a

meeting to help us understand what constraints there may be within the SMPS

playground and what constraints there may be in terms of the approach to

equipment/planting which could be introduced.

2) Chaired meeting with Julie Kelly, Alan Grevers (Technical Officer, Parks, Greenspace

and Cemeteries CEC), Grant Gillies, Louisa Dall, John Cameron

1) Notes attached in appendix

3) Contacted Felicity Steers director of ERZ landscape architects to discuss their

thoughts on approach to development of a concept design/masterplan for the

playground space…what could be achieved, what would a vision look like, what

would a concept design cost?

1) Fee offer and Example Reports Attached

SMPS Accommodation Group Update
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SMPS Playground – Meeting Notes
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Julie/ Alan
CEC
Meeting:

•Share South
Morningside
RoSPA
report

•Share
precedent
projects and
costs if
possible

•Share any
information
you may
have on
grants/
funding
sources

Agree on
process

and costs
of below-

ground
services

scan,
instruct the

scan

Keep
Robbie C
and Peter
G involved
to ensure

coordinatio
n with

internal
works e.g.

toilet
improveme
nts & early

years.

Coordinate
a meeting
on site to

discuss
brief (say

early May)

Consultations to
be held with
learners and
stakeholders

Generate
feasibility

study/
concept
design

Working
with Julie
and Alan,
establish

costs and a
possible
phased

approach
to delivery

Fundraise/
secure

grants for
the

project

Aim for
phase 1

work
Summer
Holidays

2024,
delivery by

council
framework
contractor

SMPS Playground – Meeting Next Steps
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SMPS Playground Meeting – Precedent Projects and

Example Costs 1
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SMPS Playground – Precedent Projects and Example

Costs 2
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SMPS Playground – Precedent Projects and Example

Costs 2 (alternatives)
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SMPS Playground Meeting – Natural Play

“working in partnership to design and build high

quality outdoor spaces can support both learning

and healthy behaviour”….

“It is thus clear that there are significant benefits

to engaging children in natural play within school

settings”….

Conclusions from “Natural Play: Making a difference to children’s learning

and wellbeing”, A longitudinal study of the Forestry Commission Scotland-

Glasgow City Council-Merrylee Primary School partnership 2008-2011 By

Leslie Groves, Ph.D
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SMPS Playground Meeting – Natural Play Concept Design
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SMPS Playground Meeting – Natural Play Concept Design
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SMPS Playground Meeting – Natural Play Concept Design
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SMPS Playground Meeting – Natural Play Concept Design
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